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Marr H. XIX 23, 24. 


Then ſaid Jeſus unto his Diſciples, 
Perily I ſay unto you, a rich 
Man ſhall hardly enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


And qgain I ſay unto you, It is ea- 
ſier for a Camel to go through the 
Eye of a Needle, than for a rich 
Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. 


8 1-7; H EN ſaid Jeſus unto his Diſciples-==- 

&T-- |&\| Our Lord had juſt before been en- 

gag'd in diſcourſe with a young 
Gentleman in wealthy Circum- 
ſtances, a Ruler according to St. Luke, who cjup avis. 
had probably heard of the Fame of Jeſus, and!“ 
came to him; not like ſome of the Phariſces, 
© tempt him; nor yet in a Iudicrous and 
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ſneering way, for Diverſion and Sport; but 
with great Modeſty and Reſpect, Enoully to 
adviſe with him about the Care of his Soul. 
Fon this Gentleman, it is plain, did be- ] 
lieve he had a Soul, and had liv'd according- 
ly; and would therefore, by the way, have 
made but an odd Figure among many of our 
ſmart and ſprightly Y ouths. in the preſent Age, 
and ſome too of riper Years. ' 
FRO M that ſhort Account of him we meet 
with in the Goſpels, he appears to have been 
ſoberly and virtuouſſy brought up, and to 
have retain d that Senſe of Religion when he 
came to Manhood, which thro' the pious 
Care of his Parents and Tutors had in his Mi- 
nority been imprinted upon him. 
ver 1p. WHEN our Saviour told him of keeping 
ver.18. the Commandments, and particularly of doing no 
Murder, not committing Adultery, and the reſt 
of the Duties of the ſecond Table, his An- 
Ver. 20. ſwer was, All theſe things have ] kept from my 
Touth up. And tho St. Auſtin & thought there 
was more of Arrogance than Truth in what he 
ſaid, I can ſee no reaſon for any ſuch Con- 
/ jecture; but, on the contrary, great Cauſe to 
believe (notwithſtanding we have bur his own 


* Ep. ad Ililar. Tom, II. Pag.407. c. Baſil, Edit. 


Word 
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Word for it) that he actually had kept all thoſe | 
Commandments from his Touth up : For St. Mark 
| obſerves, that immediately after he made this 
f Declaration, Jeſus (who had no Fondneſs for 
Liars or Hypocrites) beholding him, loved him. 
So that one would think no Man could well | 
ſtand fairer for that erernal Life he wanted to 
make ſure of, than he did. It is certain, he 
had made very conſiderable Advances towards 
it, and was not far from the Kingdom of God. 
AND great pity it is that a Youth of ſuch 
Hopes, of ſuch #ncommon Proficiencies, ſhould 
at laſt give out, ind turn off into another Road. 
Bur, it ſeems, an unexpected Difficulty hap- 
pening to lie in his way, which he knew not 
ow to get over, quite diſcourag'd him from 
going on. He was now to enter in at a ſtrait 
Gate, and (to carry on the Metaphor) he ha- 
ving a great many things about him which 
render'd him very bulky, to facilitate his Paſ- 
ſage, our Lord thought it abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry he ſhould firſt ſtrip himſelf of thoſe En- 
cumbrances; and therefore tells him, If thou ver. ar. 
wilt be perfect, go and ſell that thou haſt, and 
give to the Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſure in 
Heaven, and come and follow me; but when the 
young Man heard that Saying, the Evangeliſt 
B 2 re marks 
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remarks, he went away ſorrouful, for he had 
great Poſſeſſions. So hard a Matter it is (how 
commendable ſoever our Conduct may have 
been hitherto) for us to know ourſelves! To 
know, even when the Principles upon which 
we have acted have been tried, and found to 
be right and good, and of Strength ſufficient 
to guard us againſt the common Allurements of 
corrupted Nature, whether yet in extraordi- 
nary Caſes they may not prove defective; whe- 
ther they may be rooted in us with that Szabj- 
tity and Firnmeſs as to enable us under ſurpri- 
zing Difficulties, when aſſaulted by great and 
powerful Temptations, to ſtand our ground! 
T 1s Gentleman, without queſtion, fan- 
cied he perfectly knew his own Heart ; and 
could not, in the leaſt, ſuſpect it capable of 
proving treacherous : He had kept . the Com- 
wandments ; had none of the uſual Excurſions 
and Follies of Youth to reproach himſelf 
with; and if an Obſervance of the Law of 
Moſes was not enough, he found himſelf diſ- 
pos d for higher Attainments; and only want- 
ed this Great Prophet and Teacher to fay, 
what it was he requird more and it ſhould 
be done. So he eg alas! when 
the Searcher of Hearts came to ſhew him to 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, How ſoon was he undeceiv'd > How 


ſoon was he convinc'd of what, till then, he 


had little imagin'd, that after all his Eagerneſs 


and Sollicitude about a future Life, the preſent 


World was uppermoſt in his Mind? 


Then ſaid Feſus unto his Diſciples, verily I 


ſay unto you, a rich mau ſhall hardly enter 
into, &c. 
Trvs. have we conſider d the Occaſion 


of this remarkable Paſſage under our Survey; 


and now I muſt freely confeſs to you, that 
the Sentence here pronounc'd, appears to be 


a hard ſry to Fleſh and Blood.----To con- 


demn all, who are ſucceſsful: and. ping in 
this Life, to the Regions of. Darkneſs in the 
next! As if none but ſuch as Lazarus ſhall 
be carried into Abraham's Boſom! As if Pa- 
radiſe was only prepar d for the Beggar ! As 
if the preſent- plentiful World was intended 
meerly for our Puni/oment, and every thing in 
it which is good for Food, and pleaſant to the 


Eyes, were as dangerous and fatal as the for- 


bidden Fruit! 2 45 | 
THE Expreſſion ſounds extreamly harſh 
and ſevere, and therefore I cannot wonder 


much, that even . the Diſciples . themſelves, . 


when they heard it, (as. it follows in the next 


Verſe) 


— 
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Verſe) were exceedingly amazed : A Doctrine me 


ſo new and ſtrange, ſo directly oppoſite to 
the eſtabliſſid Opinion of Mankind, may ea- 
ſily be ſuppos d to ſtartle them very much, 
and, in the height of their Surprize, 2 them 
upon ſaying, as they afterwards did among 


themſelves, Who then can be ſaved ? For 


Riches and Honours being the Gift of God, 
and the Reward of Virtue, they might well 


conclude all who enjoy'd thoſe Bleffings here, 


to be in the faireſt way for Happineſs here- 
after : So that it muſt needs be a moſt afton- 
iſhing Intimation, that rich Men, inſtead of 
being more likely to ſave their Souls than 


other People, were of all People in the 


| Danger of lofing them; nay, chat 
owſoever it may be with the reſt of Man- 
kind, there are no Hopes for them : It is 
eaſier for a Camel to go through the Eye of a 
Needle, than for a rich Man to enter imo the 


Kingdom of God. 


Is it ſo then, that a plentiful Eſtate is a ſure 
Title to Damnation ? Are all money'd Men 


the Children of this World, the unhappy Fa- 


vourites of Hell? And is it abſolutely im- 


poſſible to be rich and to be ſav dr 


So 
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so ſome have maintain'd, and with great 
Confidence too, from the Scripture before 


us; ſuppoſing our Lord ot have here expreſs d 


himſelf ſo very plainly, that his Words, with- 


out manifeſt Violence done them, can't be 


interpreted to bear any other Senſe. 


*Trs true, the umpleaſing Doctrine was 


broach d by Hereticks ; but that Conſideration 


(if that be all which can be urged againſt it) 


amounts to little. A Man's being a Here- 


tick in ſome things does not neceſſarily imply 


that he muſt be fo in all. The Pelagianc, it 


is granted, were grolsly miſtaken in many 
Points of Religion; but if they were right 


in this, if their Notion of Riches and of rich 


Men was what our Saviour meant to eſtabliſh, 


in that Caſe the Hereticks were thoſe who op- 


pos'd them. Their Doctrine might be, and 
indeed was, cenſur d and condemn'd ; bur if 


it was the Doctrine of Chriſt, it is not the 


Authority of the Church can ſet it aſide. The 


Opinions of Fathers, and Decrees of Coun- 
cils (which in doubtful and diſputable Mat- 


ters may be allow'd a Weight) can give no 


* 


Sanction to Poſitions advanc'd againſt plain 


and expreſs Words of Scripture. 


AND 


rr ro 


8 


A Spittal SER MON. 

AND therefore I conceive it may not be 
improper to employ our Thoughts a little up- 
on the Text; And in the 

Firft Place, Endeavour to ſet it in a true 
light ; and then | 

Secondly, After we have fix'd the Doctrine 
here intended, to conſider (by way of Appli- 
cation) how thoſe that have Riches ſtand ob- 
lig'd, by the Rules of the Goſpel, to govern 
their Conduct with reſpect to their Circum- 


ſtances. 


To come ar the true Intent and Meaning 
of our Saviour in this Paſlage is not altogether 
ſo eaſy a thing as ſome perhaps may imagine. 
We need be at little Pains indeed, if we take 
the Words as they lie; the ſecond of theſe two 
Verſes, literally underſtood, and conſider'd 


by itſelf as an entire and independent Propo- 


ſition, being for certain plain and perempto- 


ry, that no rich Man can poſſibly enter into the 
Kingdom of God. And if a more favourable 
Conſtruction cannot fairly be put upon it, 
our Saviour, I muſt tell you, will not thank 
us for attempting by falſe Gloſſes to ſoften any 
ching he has affirm'd, in order to ſooth and 


Natter the Vanity or Avarice of Mankind. 


BU r 
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Bur there is this to be objected againſt a 
cloſe Adherence to the Letter, that we ſhall 
find it impracticable to reconcile the Doctrine 
with other Places of Scripture, which plainly 
polleſs us with very different Ideas. The Au- 
thor to the Hebrews, in the xith Chapter of 
his Epiſtle, entertains us with a long Liſt of 
Worthies now with God, many of whom 
were Perſons of Condition , particularly Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, whom I therefore ſin- 
ole out, becauſe theſe were well known to be 
Pcople of great Subſtance and Power, and 
withal becauſe our Lord himſelf has given us 
ro underſtand what became of thoſe three 
Rich Men when they died, by ſaying, Many war. vii. 
ſhall come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſhall ſit 
down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. | 
Now, as a learned Father argues againſt 

the Pelagians, if Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
are gone to Heaven, then it is not impoſſible 
for a Rich Man to be fav'd : and conſequent- 
ly that is not the Doctrine of the Text. 

Bur to this it may be reply'd, that In- 
ferences drawn from 'Examples or Precepts 
before or under the Moſaic Law, are nothing 
to the purpoſe. The Patriarchs and . 

S 0 
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of old were under a milder and more indul- 


ent Diſcipline than we Chriſtians are. Be- 
fore the coming of our Saviour it is admitted 
that Riches were not inconſiſtent with Religion: 
A Man might then inherit Piety and a large 
Fortune, and happily provide at once both 
for Sou and Body: An Iſraelite, I ſay, might 
abound with the Riches of this World, and the 
Riches of God's Grace too; be cloth'd with 
Righteouſneſs and cofily Attire 5 and, in ſhort, 
enjoy all the Comforts of this Life, without 
endangering his Hopes of a berrer. Bur a 
Chriſtian has no Encouragement for any ſuch 


Expectation. Under the Goſpel, it may be 


faid, we are told another Story : The main 
Deſign of that noble and ſublime Inſtitution 
is to ſet us above the World whilſt we are 
in it, to wean us from the little and low En- 
rertainments of Senſe, and raiſe our Minds to 
their proper Object. 

To this end, amongſt other Inſtances of 
Selt-denial never heard of before, it is expect- 
ed from cvery Diſciple of Feſus, that he con- 
zentedly ſubmits to Poverty; I don't mean, if 
it be bis Lot to have been born and bred in 
that humble State, that he ought to be contented 
with it; there is no great Matter in that, 

| for 
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for a Man to be reconcil'd to his Condition, 
tho it be mean and ſcanty, who never knew 
what a better was; nor yet if he has lived in 
proſperous Circumſtances, but happens thro' 
Loſſes and Croſſes to be brought low in the 
World, that he ought in hat Cale to bear his 
Troubles with Patience, and chearfully ac- 


quieſce in that narrow Sphere of Life to which 


the Providence of God has reduced him. 


(Which yet, by the way, is a higher Pitch of 


Virtue than great numbers of thoſe who call 
themſelves Chriſtians can be perſwaded to 
come up to.) 

TEA Submiſſion I am ſpeaking of is 
quite another thing. What our Lord ſeems 
to require, is, that his Followers, let their 
outward Condition be as lofty as it will, 
ſhould voluntarily ſtoop to a State of Indi- 
gence and Diſtreſs ; be their worldy Sub- 
{tance never fo large and conſiderable, all 
mult frankly be given up. Thoſe who aim 
at Treaſures in Heaven, are to have none up- 
on Earth. The young Man in the Context 


is an undeniable Inſtance of this ; He want- 


ed to know what he muſt do to inherit eternal 


Life; our Saviour bids him go and ſell that 
he had, and give to the Poor, and take up his 
. Croſs 


IT 
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Croſs and follow him : But he having a great 


Eſtate, did not care to part with it ſo; if 


tnole were the Terms of Salvation, he had 


nothing further to ſay, and immediately took 


his leave. And it is very likely, had others 
of diſtinguiſh'd Fortunes and Stations apply'd 
in like manner, they might have done fo too; 
but whether they would or no, it is very 
certain our Lord would have expected as much 
from them as he did from him. 

THIS was no Counſel of Perfection, as the 


| Romanifts plead ; no Work of Supererogation, 


but a neceſſary Duty: It was utterly impoſſi- 
ble for him to go to Heaven upon other Con- 
ditions. 

IT does not appear that he came by what 
he had diſhoneſtly, nor that he had employ'd 
it to bad Purpoſes ; but he was rich, and re- 
folv'd to continue ſo, and that was enough: 


It is eaſier for a Camel to go through the Eye of 


a Needle, than for a Rich Man to enter mto the 
Kingdom of God. What can be plainer ? Ir 
may be ſaid, our Lord, without deſcending to 
the Abuſe of Wealth, abſolutely condemns the 
Uſe of it: He makes you ſee the very Poſſeſ- 
fion of Riches criminal and fatal. 
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So that it matters not how it might be 
in former times: A Few, it is confeſs d, was 
at liberty to keep his Eſtate, and to improve: 
it too, provided he did it not by indirect 
Methods, and what ke honeſtly poſſeſſed he 
might innocently enjoy; and, morcover, lay 
up in ſtore againſt his Death a comfortable 
Proviſion for thoſe of his Family who were 
to come after him: Nay, it is further granted, 
that under the old Diſpenſation, People were 
not only permitted but encouraged to heap up 
Riches; temporal Advantages ſeem to have 
been the principal Motives they were kept to 
Duty by. | | 

Bur the Overtures of the Goſpel are of 
2 different Nature: The Son of God, when 
he came into the World, open'd a more in-* 
viting Scene, brought Life and Immortality to 
Light, and 8 to his Followers a Re- 
compence of Virtue worthy of their Care : 
Inſtead of the paltry, precarious, and periſh- 
ing Riches of the preſent Life, the Riches of 
Eternity, Treaſures compleatly ſatisfactory, 
and not more delightful than durable; an In- 
heritance that fadeth not auay; a Kingdom that 
is ewerlaſting; in a word, an exceedmg and 


eternal Weight of Glory. 
AND 
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AN p having given the fulleſt Employment 
to our Hopes, having pointed out Heaven to 
us, and placed us in the Road which leads 
directly to it, he expects that no earthly 
Views ſhould ever be ſuffer'd to intercept our 
Proſpect, or interrupt our Progreſs. The 
Chriſtian is in purſuit of Happineſs above; 
ſublunary Cares or Fears are properly below 
his notice. 

AND to prevent our imagining the In- 
junction laid upon the young Man before 
us to be ſingular, and obligatory upon none 
but himſelf, our Lord (it may be "Ari ar- 
ou'd) has plainly enough told us his Mind on 
other Occaſions concerning this World and 


the good Things of it; particularly in his 


Matvi27 jnimitable Sermon at the Mount; Take no 


Thought, ſays he, for your Life, what ye ſpall 
eat, or what ye ſhall drink 3 nor yet for your 
Body, what ye ſhall put on. You obſerve, he 
is ſo far from giving us leave to think of 
Riches and Abundance, fo far from allowing 
a Care and Concern for the Comforts of Life, 
that he forbids being ſollicitous about the Ne- 
ceſſaries of it. His Diſciples are to be care- 
ful for nothing, not ſo much as for Food and 
Ray ment; and the Reafon he afterwards aſ- 


ſigns 
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ſigns for this Prohibition is very remarkable: 

Behold the Fowls of the Air ; for they ſow not, 

neither do they gather into Barns, yet your hea- 


venly Father feedeth them: Are ye not much 22 
ter than they? And why take ye thought for 


5 


Rayment £ Conſider the Lillies of the Field, how Ver. 28, 


they grow; they toil not, neither do they ſpin, 
and yet I ſay unto you, that even Solomon in 


all bis Glory was not array d like one of theſe : 


Wherefore if God ſo clothe the Graſs of the Field-- - 
ſhall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
Faith? Therefore take no thought, ſaymg, what 


ſhall we eat © or what ſhall we drink 5 or 


where wit hal ſhall we be clothd ? For after all 
theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek. You, my 
Followers, have ſomething elſe to do ; your 


c. 


heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 


theſe things, and he will provide them for you 
without your ſecking. 


Were theſe Admonitions, it may be ask'd, 
written for our Learning ? or does the Evan- 
geliſt, like other Hiſtorians, only give us 4 
plain Narrative of Matters juſt for our A- 
muſement, to ſhew us what the firſt Chri- 
ſtians were oblig'd to? If we ſuppoſe the 
Leſſon here taught, to concern none but the 
Auditory then preſent, may we not with equal 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon affirm the ſame of every other Part 
of the Sermon, and indeed of all our Sa- 
viour's Doctrines in other Places; all, I mean, 
which are peculiarly Goſpel-Doctrines? And 
will not the ſame Pretence likewiſe ſerve to 
confine what the Apoſtles wrote in their Epi- 
{tles ro thoſe only to whom they were directed? 
After this rate we may explain away the whole 
New Teſtament, and the Old too; and in- 
ſtead of conſidering the Bible as a compleat 
Rule of Faith and Manners, make it, with 
the Deiſte and other Antiſcripturiſts, to be no 
Rule at all. FN 

ARE we then, it may be demanded on the 
other ſide, in good earneſt 70 rake no thought 


for to morrow ? Is that Neglect of the Ne- 


ceſſaxies of Life, recommended by our Lord 
to his Hearers at the Mount, equally binding 
upon all who embrace Chriſtianity 2 

A FULL and clear Anſwer to theſe Inter- 
rogatories will gradually lead us to a right 
underſtanding of the Doctrine contain'd in 


my Text, and conſequently of the proper 


uſe to be made of it. 


I AFFIRM, therefore, that every Precept 
deliver'd by our Saviour at the Mount, was 
deſign d not only for the Guidance of his im- 


mediate 
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mediate Hearers, but of all Mankind as long 
as the World endures, if they pretend to be 
his Diſciples; and we at this Day are as much 
bound to rale no thought for to-morrow, as thoſe 
firſt Chriſtians were, whenſoever the Affairs 
of our great Maſter make it neceſſary: There 
can't be the ſame Reaſon for it »ow which 
was them, but there may be others which are 


tantamount. Every one of uc may be fo cir- 


cumſtanced as to have no leiſure to provide 
for to-morrow and for Eternity too; and when 
it happens that the Intereſts either of Soul or 
Body muſt be neglected, which of the two 
ought to employ our Care, a Chriſtian can't 
but know; the Rule is plain: Take no thought 
for your Life, ſaying, What ſhall we eat, &c. 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God. | 

Wr are told by our Lawgiver, If any 
Man come to me, and hate not his Father and 
Mot her, and Wife and Children, and Brethren and 
Sifters, yea and his own Life alſo, he cannot be 
my Diſciple : And whoſoever doth not bear his 
Croſs, and come after me, camot be my Diſciple. 
You will obſerve, he ſays, If any Man 
come to me; lo that there is not ſo much as 
the Shadow of a Pretence for inſinuating that 
the Precept here is particular: Our Lord ſpeaks 
D indefinitely 
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indefinitely of all, If any Man come to me, 
let him be who he will, and hate not his Fu- 
ther, &c. he cannot be my Diſciple. 

WHA muſt we ſay. now to this? that 
to hate our Father, and Mother, and Wife, 
and Children, &. is one part of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion? God forbid. By the Laws 
of the Goſpel we are to hate no Body, not 

the worſt of Enemies, and therefore you may 
be ſure not our neareſt and deareſt Relations, 


N and even our own Life too. Strictly ſpeak- 
Wi * ing, nothing but Sin is the proper Object of 
wt . our Hatred: How then, it may be ask d, is 


j this ſurprizing Scripture to be taken > Our 
. Nat. v3), Lord himſelf has taught us: He that loverh 
"4 3% 39. Father or Mother more than me, is not worthy of 

1 me ; and he that loveth Son or Daughter more 
Wl, than me, is not worthy of me; and he that ta- 


Leth not his Croſs, and followeth after me, is 


16 not worthy of me: He that findeth his Life ſhall 
15 lofe it, and he that loſeth his Life for my ſake 


{all ſind it. Here we learn what is meant 
by hating our Parents, and Family, and Life, 
viz. giving God and Religion the Preference. 
If we can't retain our Love for our Relations. 
or our Lives,. without departing from the 


Loye of God; natural Affection and Self- 
| Preſervation 
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Preſervation are then to give place : If any] 
Man hate not his Father, &c. that is, if his 
Fondnels for them be greater than the Regard 
he has for me and the Goſpel, he cannot be my 
Diſciple ; and whoſocver beareth not his Croſs, 
(when God lays it upon his Shoulders) car 
not be my Diſciple. 

Jus x ſo it is with reſpect to the Doc- 
trines we have been conſidering, and all others 
we meet with in the New Teſtament, which 
carry in them the Face of Severity, and ſeem 
to be contrary to Reaſon and common Pru- 
dence : Leave your Nets and your Callings ; 


fell that thou haſt, and give to the Poor; take 


2a thought for to-morrow, and the like? Theſe 
are Laws (how unreaſonable ſoever ſome may 
think them) to be ſtrictly obey'd by every 
Follower of Jeſus, when God fees fit to call 
him to Duty ; when the Cauſe of Religion 
requires it, and Matters are brought to that 
pals that he can't otherwiſe preſerve his In- 


tegrity. 


W x can never indeed have the ſame oc- 
caſion for putting them in practice which the 
firſt Believers had; the Goſpel was at that 
time in its Infancy. When the Author of 
our Faith laid thoſe Commands on his Hcarers, 

D 2 | he 


* 
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he had but newly begun to plant his Religion 
in the World; and in order to its taking 
root, and ſpreading, two things were abſo- 
lurely neceſſary to be done by thoſe that came 
over to it; namely, to accompany their Ma- 
ſter from Place to Place, and hold themſelves 
in a readineſs to endure the hardeſt things for 
the ſake of their Profeſſion ; neither of which 
could they poſſibly do, but by quitting and 
forlaking their Poſſeſſions, their Callings, their 
Friends, and Relations, and entirely diſen- 
gaging their Minds from all worldly En- 
cumbrances. And upon this account it was 
that the young Man was told, if he would 
be perfekt, that is, if he were minded to be a 
Chriſtian, a Follower of Jeſus, he mult give 
away all he had. And let not any imagine, 


becauſe our Saviour is not now in Perſon up- 


on Earth, that rich Men in theſe Days are 
nothing concern d in that Leſſon: It may be 
ſtill as neceſſary for them, if they mean to ap- 
prove themſelves ſincere Chriſtians, to do as 
much. For inſtance, in a Heathen or Ma- 
hometan Country, or even where ſome who 
call themſelves Chriſtians bear rule, they may 
be drove to ſuch Extremities as to be forc'd 
either to renounce their Faith, or reſign their 
Poſſeſſions. 
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Poſſeſſions. What think you of the preſent 
Poſture of Affairs at Thorn? Shauld the In- 
terpoſal of the Proteſtant Powers in their Fa- 
vour prove ineffectual, many of the People 
of Subſtance there will hardly have time, I 
doubt, to ſave their Eſtates; unleſs we can 
ſuppoſe them capable of doing as the Fews 
in Spain and Portugal do, and ſome Hugonots 
in France, thoſe pretended Converts, I mean, 
to Popery, who baſely ſacrifice their Religion 


to their ſecular Intereſt, and for the ſake of 


much leſs Gain than that of the whole World, 
are eaſily prevail'd with to barter away their 
Souls. n 

RELIGION (tho the Carnal and Worldly- 
minded are pleas d to ſet very lightly by it) 
will be found to be our weightieſt, our main 
Concernment : All Men ſhall one Day be 
convinced that there is no trifling with God; 
that a Chriſtian ſhould readily part with 
Eſtate, or any thing, rather than a good Con- 
ſcience. 
PERSECUTION, as terrifying as it is to 


human Nature, is what all the Diſciples of 


Chriſt, in all Ages of the World, ought to be 
prepar'd in their Minds to ſtand the brunt of : 
For he who will nor, when call'd to it, "_ 
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fer for his Religion in this Life, ſhall infallibly 
ſuffer for his Apoſtacy in the next. 

Bur, except in particular and uncommon 
Caſes, I pretend not to tell you that any of 
the aforemention'd Precepts are to take place, 
That Injunction, of taking no thought for to- 
morrow, does not appear to have been in- 
tended as a flanding Rule for the Government 
even of thoſe on whom it was firſt laid, in 
every Scene of their Lives. It is plain the 


Diſciples themſelves did not fo underſtand it; 


for Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, 
and Nathaniel of Cana in Galilee, and the 
Sons of Zebedee, and two others, about three 
Years after they receiv'd that Command, did 
tale thought about what they ſbould eat, &c. 
and were actually following their Calling for 
a Livelihood, when our Saviour ſhew'd him- 
ſelf ro them the third time after his Reſur- 
rection. 

ALL the Apoſtles at times, when their 
Maſter's Buſineſs permitted, work d at the 
Trades they were brought up to: In the 


: Cor. iv. Words of St. Paul, they labour d, working with 


their own Hauds. Neither (as he tells the Theſ- 


a rhef iii. ſaloniaus) did we eat any Man's Bread for 


nonght ; but wrought with Labour and Travel 
| Night 
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Night and Day, that ue might not be chargeable 
to any of you. Not becauſe we have not Power, 
but to make ourſelves an Enſample to you to fol. 
low us. For even when we were with you, this 
we commanded, that if any would not work, 
neither ſhould they eat. The Apoſtles had a 
claim upon their Flocks (and ſo have all other 
Miniſters of Chriſt in the due Diſcharge of 
their Function) for their neceſſary Support, and 
might juſtly have inſiſted on being exempted 
by their Profeſſion from all Fatigues and Cares 


of that Nature; but they choſe rather to wave 


this Privilege, and by their own Hands to mini- 
ſter unto ther Neceſſities, for an Example to 
others, leſt any thing advanc'd by their Ma- 
ſter or themſelves concerning a Neglect of 
the World, might lead People into a Fancy 
that Chriſtianity encourag d Men in Idleneſs 
and Sloth ; and becauſe under ſome extraor- 
dinary Emergencies they were to take no thought 
for w Life, thattherefore they never needed 
to take any thought about it: The Apoſtles, 
I fay, to prevent any Miſtakes in their new 
Converts of that kind, condeſcended to work 
hard themſelves, and gave ſtrict Orders with 


regard to all in a low Condition, and able to 


labour, 
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labour, That if any would not work, neither 
ſhould they eat. 
THE Chriſtians, it muſt be faid, after 
our Lord's Aſcenſion into Heaven had for a q 
while all things common; but that Cuſtom 
(which in the then Circumſtances of the 
Church was laudable and neceſſary) we know, 
laſted not long: As ſoon as their Number 
became conſiderable and they began to ſpread, 
they got into other Methods : Inſtead of a 
common Purſe for all, Gatherings were only 
made for Widows and Orphans, and ſuch 
as were under Perſecution, or apparently diſ- 
4405 abled either by Age or Accidents to ſubſiſt 
Wi by their own Induſtry: Thoſe who could 


7 live by their Labour were not to be main- 
Wh tain d without it. The Apoſtles, tho' they 
1 00 took great Pains to excite Men to Charity, 
1 recommended none but real and proper Ob- 


jects of it: For theſe it was that St. Paul 
gave Direction to the Corinthians, as he had 

cor. x. before to the Churches of Galatia: Upon the 

** firſt Day of the Week let every one of you lay by 
him in ftore as God hath proſper d him. Which 
Paſſage ſerves to inſtruct us, that as they were 
not now to {trip themſelves of every thing 
they were poſſeſs d of, and throw all into the 
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publick Stock, as at firſt ; ſo neither, on the | 
other ſide, were they to think of reſerbing all | 
their Incomes or Earnings to their own pri- 4 
; vate Uſe. There was to be a Bag for the 5 1 
Poor as well as for themſelves; and as they | 
throve in their Circumſtances they were to go- | 
vern their Alms. Such of them as proſper d 
«mightily, and were rich in this World, were to 
be allo rich in good Works ; as St. Paul orders EE. vis. 
Timothy to let them know: But he does not U 
bid him {as St. Auſtin remarks) charge them [ 
to part with all that they had; he was only 
to caution them againſt the uſual Miſchiefs t 
attending upon full Fortunes, That they be not 
high-minded, nor truſt in umcertain Riches, but in 
the living God; and do good in proportion to | 
their Abilities. | 
THE Truth is, where Chriſtianity is eſfa- 
Bliſb d, or only tolerated, and Men may 
ſafely keep their Poſſeſſions; ro make away | 
all, to redreſs the Calamities of others by ly 
the Ruin of themſelves, and even for their 1 
daily Bread to rely only upon God, expect- [1 
ing to be fed in ſome ſuch miracu- l} 
lous way, as Elijah was by the Ravens; this | 
were not to truſt but to tempt his Providence. 
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IN the ordinary Courſe of chings the Goſ- 
pel freely maps a State of Affluence and 
Proſperity 3 and, in a word, no Man is bound 
5 to give up his Riches, but when the keeping 
of them will Hale his Virtue. 

| WHAT ſeems to have milled Pelagius and 

| 1 his Followers into other Sentiments, was their 
j bi 1 taking the Words of my Text in a ſtrictly li- 
Il N teral Senſe, without conſidering the general 
11 Scope and Deſign of Chriſtianity, or fo 
We | much as calting their Eye upon the Context, 
104 | where they might ſoon have been convinc'd of 
N their Error, and fer right. For St. Mark 
15 (who is ſomewhat more full and particular, 
Wh If than the reſt of the Evangeliſts, in his Ac- 
| count of the Conference betwWixt our Lord 
LG | and the young Man) acquaints us, _ n 
th it perceiving the great Surprize his Diſciples 
if 2M were under at what he had ſaid, explains him- 
ſelf thus; Children, how hard is it for them 

ch. x. 26. chat truſt in Riches to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven? So that thoſe who do not truſt in 

Riches ate not the rich Men our Saviour is 

here ſpeaking of; the Text points at none 

| but thoſe that do: It is eaſier for a Camel, &c. 
than for ſuch only ro enter into the Kingdom of 

God. 
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God. By the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
Kingdom of God, though 1 = nn to 
underſtand the Kingdom of Glory, a future 
State of ene and endleſs Happinek, 
I conceive'the Phraſes ought to be taken in 
this Place (as in ſome others) for the Kingdom 
of Grace, that is, the preſent- Chriſtian State; 
becauſe our Lord had juſt before been offer- 
ing the Kingdom of Grace to the young Man in 
theſe Words, If thou wilt be perfect, go and 
ſell, &c. that is, if thou wilt be a Chriſtian ; 

and he rejecting the Offer, and withdrawing 
upon it, our Lord immediately pronounces, 
a rich Man ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, ſhall ht be perſuaded to em- 
brace the Faith, and undertake the Practice of 


Chriſtianity : It is eaſier for a Camel to go 


through the Eye of a Needle; that is, (in Allu- 


ſion to a Jewiſh Proverb) humanly ſpeaking 

it is a thing impoſſible that he ſhould ; as he 
afterwards ſoftens the Expreſſion in the next 
Verſe but one (when he ſaw how it affected 
his Diſciples) With Men this is impoſſible, but 
with God all things are poſſible. God by ex- 
traordinar Meaſures of Grace can bring him 


to a rig t Mind, but without 2 miraculous 
E 2 Con- 
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Converſion be that.rruſts in Riches cannot be 
my Diſciple. 

By truſting in Riches is meant the placing 
our greateſt Felicity in them; in the Language 


of Job, when Men make Gold their Hope, and 
ſay to the fme Gold, thou art my Confidence; or 


if they do not ſay it, too plainly few it by 


deliberately wording their Conſcience to pre- 


ferve or increaſe their Stores. 


AND now it will be ealy to ſettle and de- 
termine the L eſſon we are taught in this Place 
of Scripture ; for by gathering the two Verſes 
into one Propolition, the full Importance of 
the Text clearly apptars to be this; That it 


is extreamly difficult, nay morally impoſſible, 
for the Man that truſts in Riches to become 


a true and ſincere Chriſtian, 


AND great Reaſon had the Son of God, 
who knew: the Hearts of all the Children of 
Men, for making this Obſervation, elpecial- 
ly at that Conjuncture; when the young Man 
he had been talking with was a freſh and un- 
happy Inſtance of the Truth of it; who, 
notwithſtanding the good: Progreſs he had 
made, as. he thought, in Religion, when he 
came to his proper Trial, egregiouſly diſco- 
ver d the Power of Wealth, and the Weakneſs 
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of Nature; giving a fad and melancholy 
Proof, after all his boaſted Attainments, 
that he lov'd his Treaſures better than his 
Soul. | 

RIH Es, it muſt be own'd, tho nothing 
hurtful or criminal in their Nature, are great 
and dangerous Temptations in times of Dif- 
ficulty; and indeed in all Conditions of 
Life they require much greater Skill to 
manage them rightly, than People ordinari- 
ly are Maſters of : They may be, and I am 
facisfy'd often are, imocently enjoy'd ; bur it 
is likewiſe too often to be obſerv'd that they 
are not: They ſteal inſenſibly into the Minds 
of the Unwary (eſpecially when acquir'd thro' 
their own Induſtry and Pains) and by degrees ſo 
engrols their Affections, that at length they can 
truly love and value nothingelſe; they may fan- 
cy themſelves with the young Man to be well 
diſpos d towards another World, to be under 
a warm and hearty Concern about their future 
Welfare; but, alas! no ſooner does there 
happen a Competition betwixt Godlineſs and 
great Gain, but they quickly undeceive others 
and themſelves too, by relinquiſhing all their 


Hopes of Treaſures in Heaven for the ſake of 


preſent Poſſeſſions upon Earth. Twas by 


reaſon 
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reaſon of this undue Confidence in and over- 
valuing of the good things of this Life, that 
ſo few Perſons of Diſtinctim were convert- 
ed to the Faith by our Lord and the firſt 
Diſpenſers of his Word; that, as St. Paul in- 


1 | Cor. i. 26, forms us, Not many wiſe Ma after the Fle 2, 
| not many mighty, not many noble were call'd ; 


that is, came over to the Goſpel ; for call'd 
they were (according to the common Accep- 
tation of the Word) as well as other People, 


the Goſpel being freely preach'd to all; but 


the great ones were not diſpos'd to liſten to 
that Call; their Heads and Hearts were other- 
wiſe taken up: The Luft of the Fleſh, the 
Luft of the Fye, and the Pride of Life (as 
St. Fohn very pertinently ſtiles the Pleaſures, 
Profits and Honours of the preſent World) 
having ſo blinded and infatuated their Un- 


derſtanding, that, like their Predeceſſor Doeg, 


They took not God for their Strength, but truſted 
in the Multitude of their Riches, and ſtrengthen d 
themſelves in their Wickedneſs. And the ſame 


fatal Deluſions, by which the Earthly-minded 


were then hinder'd from diſcerning and em- 
bracing their true Intereſt, have the ſame Ef- 


fect upon their Succeſſors at this Day; for in 
al! Ages of the Church, the Love of rhe 


Torld 


J 

4 
l 
' 
; 
1 


— - 


A Spittal SER MON. 


World and the Love of God, Covetouſneſs 
and Chriſtianity, ever have been, and ever will 
be incompatible. It is contrary to Reaſon as 
well as Revelation to ſuppoſe that any one Man 
can poſlibly ſerve thoſe tuo Maſters God and 
Mammon; as might abundantly be made out 
by a great Variety of Proofs not to be gain- 
ſay d. But the occaſion of my appearing 
here at this time makes it proper for me ra- 
ther to recommend the right Uſe of Wealth, 
than to dwell any longer upon the Abuſe of 
it, and to direct my Diſcourſe not to thoſe 
that truſ in Riches, but to thoſe who, tho 
they have Riches, truſt only in God; for I hope 
there are many of that happy number in the 
preſent Auditory, whoſe Succels in their tem- 
poral Affairs has not ſo attach d them to this 
World as to make them forget that there is 
another; where they are promis d a better and 
more enduring Subſtance than earthly Treaſures; 
who firmly believe there is a Head en for good 
People, and would therefore gladly do their 
part to fit and prepare themſelves for the 
Glories of it. Which leads me to the 

Second Particular I undertook ; namely, To 
conſider how the Wealthy and Proſperous 
ſtand oblig'd, by the Rules of the Goſyel, to 
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A Spittal SER MON. 
govern their Conduct with reſpect to their 
Circumſtances. 

AND from what has been advanc'd on 
this Subject, there can be no room to doubt 
but it is incumbent upon a Chriſtian, in the 

Firſt Place, To take the Advice of the 
f a. ro. Pſalmiſt, If Riches increaſe, not to ſet his Heart 

upon them; becauſe, for any thing he knows, 
it may be the Do N ORS Pleaſure to reſume 
them, or (which comes to the ſame) to com- 
mand him to ren them. It may be his 
Lot to be expos d to as ſurprizing a Trial that 
Way, as the young Man in the Context was : 
It is not perhaps very likely that he will, but 
I have ſhewn it is not altogether impoſſible bur 
he may. Or, if he who gave us what we 
have in the World may not ſee cauſe, either 
by meerly providential Diſpenſations or other- 
wiſe, to take all away again, he may however 
deprive us of part: Or, tempting Opportunities 
may offer of enlarging our Bags and our Barns, 
which can't be embrac'd with a ſafe Con- 
icience. Upon theſe, and many other Ac- 
counts, it wil be found to be our Wiſdom 
not to fix our Affections upon earthly Riches, 
if we think of Treaſures in Heaven. 


WE 
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W x may love the World, and the Things 


that are in the World, in a due Subordina- 


tion to the Love of God: We may conſider 
them as Conveniencies, and regard them, I 
ſay, in a moderate degree; but we muſt 
look upon nothing on this ſide the Grave as 
our SOVEREIGN Good, our SUPREAM 
Felicity. Under this Reſtriction a Man may 
be as proſperous as he can wiſh to be : There 
is no Obſtacle in Religion to baulk his Views. 
Br then tho the Goſpel, except on ſome 
extraordinary Occaſions, gives Men leave to 
grow rich, and to continue rich, it does not 
permit them ſo to keep what they have to 


themſelves that none but themſelves ſhall be the 


better for it. And therefore I muſt obſerve, 

Secondly, That ſuch as are bleſs'd with 
Riches ſtand bound to Acts of Mercy, and 
ſhould be as bountiful and kind to others as 
Providence has been to them : It does not 
follow, becauſe they are not requir'd to dif- 
poſe of all their Subſtance among the Poor, 
that therefore they are at liberty to give them 
nothing. 


Riches to the Poſſeſſors of them 'pring from 
a Notion that their Wealth is entirely heir 
F O0UN : 


MosrT of the pernicious Conſequences of 
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own : Indeed it is fo far their own, that no 
Man has a right, either by Force or Fraud, 
to diminiſh their Stores ; ſhould the pooreſt 
Beggar preſume to ſupply his Wants out of 
anoiher's Abundance without his Privity and 
Conſent, it is a Robbery, and puniſhable by 
the Laws both of God and Man. But tho 
the Tenures of the Rich are ſo ſecurely fenc'd 
and guarded, it is a great Miſtake to fancy 
the ſole Property in their Eſtates is veſted in 
themſelves ; for in Strictneſs and Reality they 
have no Property at all in them : The Earth is 
the Lord's (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) and the Ful- 
neſs thereof, the World and they that dwell there- 
in: In reſpect of God no Man has any thin 
he can properly call his own. We are al 
here below only Tenants at will under the 
GREAT LANDLORD above, ſome in larger and 
ſome in ſmaller Farms, the Rents and Profits 
of which we are ſtrictly to account for. 

THE Rich and Great are at beſt but an 
upper ſort of Servants, with whom their Lord 
has entruſted much, and from whom there- 
fore he expects the more; That inſtead of 
beating their Felloæu- Serwants, and eating and 
drinking with the Drunken, that is, inſtead of 
being cruel and unmerciful to thoſe that are 

beneath 
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| beneath them, and riotouſly waſting their Ma- 
| ſter's Goods, like faithful and wiſe Stewards they 
ſhould rule over his Houſhold, and give them 
their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon, _ 
TOS x People go upon very deluſive and 
fatal Calculations, who reckon their Affluence 
to belong to themſelves alone, and to be in- 
tended barely for their own private Accom- | 
modation. Riches, it is true, are ſaid in | 
Scripture to be the Gifts of God, becauſe they | 
flow from him: But they are not beſlow'd 1 
like Gifts or Preſents betwixt Man and Man 
there is no Alienation of Right from the Do- 
nor to the Receiver: God {till remains the 
Proprictor, and, as Lord of all, has given 
expreſs Orders how the Talents he has com- 
mitted to our Management ſhall be laid out, 
namely, in Works of Piety and Mercy, in 
adminiſtring due Comfort and Aſſiſtance to 
- our afflicted Fellow-Creatures. 
Nor but that a Man may warrantably, 
in the firſt Place, provide for his own decent 
Support, according to that Rank and Condi- 
tion the Providence of God has plac'd him 
in; but when this is done, when his own 
Wants are ſupply'd, our Lord expects that the 
Wants of others ſhould be conſider d. 
Fs AND 


Spittal SER MON. 

AND ſurely this is no unreaſonable Ex- 
pectation, that we ſhould lay out in Charity 
what we can conveniently ſpare, and be helpful 
to our Neighbours 9 hurting ourſelves: 
which yet is all that in ordinary Caſes we are 
call'd upon for; when our own Occaſions 
are anſwer d, and a ſuitable Care is taken for 
thoſe who have a neceſſary Dependance upon 
us, that the Remamder, that 5 6 is over and 
above, ſhould from time to time be handed 
into the Poor's Box. 4 

Bor the Difficulty is to determine what 
this Remainder may be; how much we may 


juſtifiably lay up for the uſe of our ſelves and 


our Families, and what Proportion of our 


Subſtance ſhould go to charitable Uſes: And all 
that can be ſaid to this, is, that the Goſpel 
having given no ſtated Rule about it, the 
Meaſures of a Chriſtian's Charity mult be left 
to himſelf, to his own Prudence and Diſcre- 
tion: Every Man beſt knows what he can af- 


ford to do. We can only deſire People to 


deal conſcientiouſly and fairly in that Matter; 
not to impoſe upon themſelves by falſe Rec- 
konings, not to compute their own Exigen- 
ces by ſuch wicked Schemes as Avarice, Am- 


bition, or Senſuality may ſuggeſt ; but to go 
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by the impartial Dictates of Reaſon and Reli- 
gion ; and whatſoever their outward Circum- 


ſtances may be, to be merciful after their 
Power. 


AND this, after all, is little more than 


what, if Chriſtianiry were out of the que- 
ſtion, the common Ties of Nature and Hu- 
manity bind us to; for Pity is interwoven in 
our very Frame, and is part of our Conſtitu- 
tion. We can't help ſympathizing wich eve- 
ry Object under great Extremities: At ſuch 
times we never ſuccour others but we relieve 
ourſelves; and therefore is turning our Backs 


upon the Diſtreſed deſcrib'd by the Prophet 


tO be hiding one's ſelf from one's 0WNn Pep. So Ia, lviii. 7. 


that in order to raiſe your Compaſſion in fa- 
vour of thoſe numerous Objects that want it 
in the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this great and fa- 
mous City, the Preacher hath little elſe to do 
but to intreat your Patience only to hear their 
Caſe : The beſt and moſt moving Argu- 
ments in their behalf, are the Reports con- 
cerning their preſent Srate and Condition, 
which are now to be laid before you. 


[ Here was read a true Report of the great 
number of Poor Children, and other Poor 
People, 
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People, maintain d in the ſeveral Ho ſpite 
tals, &c.] 


You will pleaſe to take notice that Pro- 
viſion is hete made for the Unhappy in every 
Circumſtance of Diſtreſs ; that Orphans, and 
other poor Children, ſhall be tram d up in the 
ay they ſhould go; that the Lewd and Diſ- 
orderly ſhall be 40% chaſtis d; that the Sick 
and Wounded ſhall be ſupply d with proper 
Remedies under all the Diſeaſe and Diſaſters 
both of Body and Mind. Let any Man but 
view the great Variety of melting Objects in 
theſe ſeveral Hoſpirals, and I will venture to 
fav, tho he had no Senſe of Religion in him, he 
muſt do great Violence to his Nature to di- 
veſt himſelf of Commiſeration for them: And 
therefore inſtead of attempting to work upon 
your Paſſions by laying before you their Infe- 
licities, 1 ought ro.imploy my ſelf in congra- 
tulating your great Happineſs, that through the 
Piety and Munificence of your Forefathers in 
founding theſe publick Repoſitories of Cha- 
riry, an Opportunity is given you of pleaſmg 
God in a way which is moſt pleaſing to your 
ſelves. It is not always our Privilege to obey 
the divine Will by conſulting our own: In 

the 
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the preſent Caſe we are reſtrain d from nothing 
but what is naturally our Averſion; our Du- 


ty happily comports with our Deſire, with 


our Temper and Complexion. There is no 
need of Courtſhip or Invitation to the Suc- 
cour and Relief of human Creatures under 
the Height of Woe; the Difficulty would be 
to prevail with our felves to be cruel and 
hard-heartzd ; eſpecially when (as before was 
intimated) no Aſſiſtance is expected from us 
but what is well conſiſtent with our Plenty 
and Abundance : For how eaſily might the 
opulent Part of this flouriſhing City fee the 
Neceſſities of all theſe charitable Houſes large- 
ly ſupply d without in the leaſt abating the 
Sumptuouſneſs of their ou? How vaſtly 
different is their Caſe from that of the young 
Man in the Context? Under the preſent State 
of Religion our Lord is ſo far from requiring 
People to give away all they have, that his 


Demands upon them are only for their Su- 


perfluities. 

AN D ſuch rich Men as refuſe to do good 
at ſo cheap a rate, may depend upon this, that 
by how much more ealy the ordinary Terms and 
Conditions of Chriſtian Charity are, by ſo 
much more ſeverely ſhall the neglect of them 

be 
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be accounted for. Bur I forbear------I will not 
ſuſpect there are any of that unmerciful Diſ- 
poſition in this Aſſembly---and for all others, 1 
have nothing more to do beſore I conclude but 
to felicitate them upon their Proſperity : for we 
have ſeen it is not the PossEs SOR but the 
Ipol IZ ER of Wealth whom our Saviour will 
not allow to be capable of being a Chriſtian. 
Thoſe who ſet a true Value on Riches, and 
make a right uſe of them, are far from co- 

'S ming under the Cenſures of the Goſpel : Such 

wiſe Managers as theſe render their Treaſures 
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1 an unſpeakable Bleſſmg inſtead of a Curſe to 
| i them, by laying them out in ſo diſcreet a 
| i Manner as to make them equally ſerviceable 
ff in promoting their temporal and their eternal 
| 1 well-being. So far is Proſperity from being 


| hurtful in itſelf, from forcing its Owners to 
ill | be worſe than other People, 2 it puts it in 

| their power to be better, in many reſpects more 
lf valuable and worthy ; there being ſeveral 
0 ſhining Graces peculiar tO a plentiful Condi- 
1 tion, which, if duly exercis'd, ſhall not fail to 
W give a Luſtre to a Man's Character in this 
i | World, and heighten his Glory in the next: 
== I had almoſt faid, the Largeneſs of his Cir- 
14 cumſtances, as it ſets him above the reſt of 
iſt 


Mankind 
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Mankind here, ſo ſhall it entitle him to a 
Superiority and Precedence hereafter ; for if 
there are Degrees of Glory in the next Life, 
and the higheſt of them ſhall be confer'd on 
thoſe who do the moſt good in this, then may 
every Man of Figure and Fortune (if he pleaſes) 
when he comes to die, not only enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but advance into the 
moſt eminent and glorious Manſions of it. 

May the upper part of the World, the 
Wealthy and Great, be fo wiſe for themſelves 
as to make the moſt of their Advantages ! 
May the Grace of God influence and deter- 
mine all that are rich in this World, not to be 
HIGHMINDED, nor TRUST in uncertain 
Ricßes, but in the living GOD !-----To do good, 
0 be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, wil- 
Ing to communicate, laying up in ſlore for them- 
ſelves a good Foundation againſt the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal Life! Through 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord: 


To Whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, three Perſons and one God, be 
all Honour, Praiſe, and Glory, now and 
ewvermore. 
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